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Date: Insert date when media release is issued 
Contact: Insert contact name and number for all media enquiries

[INSERT CARE HOME NAME] in [TOWN] opens doors to public to improve life for older people in care homes
(INSERT NAME OF CARE HOME) in (INSERT LOCATION) will be opening its doors to the public on (INSERT DATE) as part of The Big Care Home Conversation. The event is part of a national campaign by My Home Life - an initiative funded by Age UK, Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Dementia UK and City University, which aims to engage communities with local care homes.

(INSERT NAME OF CARE HOME) will be holding The Big Care Home Conversation event at (INSERT TIME AND PLACE IF DIFFERENT TO THE NAME OF YOUR CARE HOME) and will include (INSERT DETAILS OF YOUR EVENT). People in later life, their families and the general public from across (INSERT LOCAL AREA) are invited along to find out what actually happens at their local care home and how it is an important part of the local community. 

(INSERT QUOTE FROM SPOKESPERSON OF CARE HOME TO EXPLAIN WHAT THE EVENT IS AND WHY IT IS BEING HELD AND ANY FURTHER DETAILS)
Tom Owen, My Home Life Director, said: “Care homes have often been described as ‘islands of the old’. We want older people who live in care homes to be right at the heart of their community and also to encourage the public to better understand the pivotal role that care homes play, the challenges they face and the kind of support that will help deliver quality care to older people.

“The Big Care Home Conversation event at [INSERT NAME OF CARE HOME] will give local people a unique opportunity to get to know their local care home and find out more.”

Expected to make a strong impact across the UK, The Big Care Home Conversation is inviting all of the 250 care homes it works with to take part and to reach out to their local community. The comments and suggestions made at the event will be collated and inform how care homes are run in the future. 
For more information about the event at (INSERT CARE HOME) please contact (INSERT YOUR CONTACT DETAILS)
For more information on My Home Life visit www.myhomelife.org.uk 
-ENDS-
Notes to editors:
For media enquiries about My Home Life and The Big Care Home Conversation please contact Sarah Reed at My Home Life on 07976 287 952 or email mhl@city.ac.uk
The Big Care Home Conversation

· Will take place in 250 care homes across the UK and is the first time ever such a widespread conversation will take place in this environment. 
My Home Life: 

· My Home Life is a UK wide initiative which promotes quality of life in care homes for older people. 

· My Home Life is led by Age UK in partnership with City University, Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Dementia UK and all the national provider representative organisations for care homes across the UK.

· My Home Life has the support of the Relatives and Residents Association and all the national provider organisations that represent care homes across the UK.
· You can find further information and have your say in the debate at www.myhomelife.org.uk.
